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What Will You Do?
Passage: Proverbs 24:10-12

     Since 2008, John Quinones has
hosted a T.V. show, “What Would You
Do?” It creates real-life scenarios
involving people in some kind of need or
danger to see how passersby will react.
Would they stop to help? Would they
speak up for what is right? Or . . . will
they just go on their way as if they see
nothing. The people in need or danger
are only actors, but the show shines a
light on the different ways we respond to
others.
     What causes good people to remain
silent? Fear? Laziness? Indifference?
Solomon had another word for it . . . SIN!
The Bible teaches God’s people to

defend the defenseless and oppressed. “If you do nothing in a difficult time, your strength
is limited. Rescue those being taken off to death and save those stumbling toward
slaughter” (Prov. 24:10-11).
     Solomon said that wise people stand up for those in need? Why? First, because God
demands it. The phrase, “those being taken off to death” speaks of those who are
victimized by others. “Those stumbling toward slaughter” addresses those who don’t
realize the danger they are in. 
     An airline flight attendant became a hero on Super Bowl weekend in 2017 when she
became concerned a teenage girl was in a bad situation. They found a way to get the
girl to go into the restroom where they had left a message, “Are you in trouble?” On the
way back to her seat the girl nodded, “yes.” The crew took action and police were waiting
in Houston to arrest the man sitting next to her. He was taking her from Seattle to the
Super Bowl to involve her in the sex trafficking trade.
     Who are those around you who are, “being taken off to death” or “stumbling toward
slaughter”? Solomon warns against being hard-hearted. He speaks to those that
blatantly refuse to care: “If you do nothing in a difficult time, your strength will be limited .”
In other words, “you will find trouble when your own times of difficulty arise.”
     What will you do? Will you stand up? Will you speak up? If not, why not? If God’s
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demand is not enough, Solomon suggests an even better reason . . . God deserves it. 
     In the movie, “My Cousin Vinny,” the Alabama judge told the fast-talking New York
lawyer to, “look lawyerly when you come into my courtroom .” Vinny was expected to
wear a suit and tie and, “that suit better be made of cloth .” When he wore his leather
jacket the next day the judge bellowed, “Didn’t I tell you to look lawyerly !” Stunned, Vinny
replied, “You was serious about that?”
     The judge WAS serious . . . and so is God. In verse 12 Solomon declared that the
character of God cries out for our action. “If you say, ‘but we didn’t know about this,’
won’t He who weighs hearts consider it? Won’t He who protects your life know? Won’t
He repay a person according to His work?” God is omniscient . . . He knows the truth of
what is in your heart. God is merciful . . . He has already done the same for you. God is
holy . . . He judges our action and inaction.
     I can’t think of a better way to say thank you to Jesus than by living like Jesus. He is
our model for rescuing those being taken off to death and saving those stumbling toward
slaughter. You and I are the evidence of that.
     Reach out to someone who is pain. Stand up for someone who cannot stand for
themselves. Share the gospel with someone who is lost. “Rescue the perishing, care for
the dying; Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save.”
     The cameras are rolling. The “Director of the Universe” is watching. What will you do?

Youth Camp returns to Crystal
Springs in June; online

registration open

Campfires, stars, memorable
songs. It's summer camp! Mark

your calendars for June 7-
11 because it’s that time

again!Camp will return once again
to Crystal Springs, North

Dakota, after a one-year virtual
hiatus. Last year’s camp was held

via Zoom. 

This year’s theme is, “Let
Go.” The camp will look at the

idea of letting go of the past and
what that means through God’s
eyes. We have always been told

not to burn our bridges behind us,
but when it comes to leaving our
sin, we can't light them up fast

enough! Campers will be
challenged to let go of their past
and their sins and look ahead to

Jesus.

DBC welcomes Joann Liddell as
new ministry assistant this

month

Joann Liddell will join the Dakota
Baptist staff on May 10 as the new

ministry assistant. Joann has
served for the last four years as
clearinghouse coordinator for

Love, Inc. in Howell, MI and the
previous eleven years as the office

administrator for First Baptist
Church in Flushing, MI.

Joann and her husband Gary are
moving to Rapid City, where Gary

will be a pastoral intern at
Redeeming Grace Church. The

Liddells have been married for 34
years and have three grown

children. Joann said she enjoys
reading, hiking, kayaking, and



Camp pastor this year will be Chris
Wallace, pastor at Hope City

Church in Bismarck. Todd
Fuehrer, pastor at The Gathering

Place in Bismarck/Mandan will
lead worship.

Rumor has it that camp will kick off
with some kind of race that has
been labeled "Amazing!" Other

activities will include the high ropes
course, water activities, roller

skating, and other great camp fun.

Camp registration is open for
students and leaders at the DBC

website,  https://dakotabaptist.com/
event/youth-camp-2021/.

Early bird registration is $195 and
runs through May 13. After that

registration returns to the regular
pricing of $210.

biking.

Stop by the DBC office sometime
when you are in the area and

welcome Joann to the DBC family.

Memorial Service for Wilbert Robertson

Wilbert Robertson will be remembered in a
memorial service at Dakota Baptist Church in

Fort Totten, ND, on Monday, May 3. The
service will be at 10:30 (CT). Robertson, one of
the most respected voices in the First Nations
Association and the DBC, gave his life to the

Lord while stationed with the Air Force in
Thailand. His first pastorate began in 1972 at

the Standing Rock Bible Church in McLaughlin.
In the years to follow, he and Judy planted First

Baptist Church in Sisseton, Dakota Baptist
Church in Fort Totten, and Bethany Baptist

Church in Lake Traverse. Wilbert was also active in his community, serving as a
tribal judge and district chairman for the Sisseton-Wahpeton tribe. He was born in
Fort Totten in 1934 and went home to be with Jesus on November 25 of last year.

Cascade Road Honors Harold Heiney

Cascade Road Baptist Church in Hot Springs celebrated the
88th birthday of Harold Heiney on Sunday, April 25. Harold

retired to Buffalo Gap and eventually Hot Springs several years
ago after serving from 1951-1994 on the Pine Ridge Indian
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Reservation for more than four decades. The special celebration
was held on Cooperative Program Sunday and Harold took the
opportunity to express appreciation to the church. He told the

congregation that while they were giving to CP,
“you were supporting Delores and me for 43 years.”

HOW DOES THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM WORK?

Note: Reprinted from the Southern Baptist Executive Committee website. For more
information and resources go to their website, www.sbc.net. 

What is the Cooperative Program?
 The Cooperative Program is Southern Baptists’ unified plan of giving through which
cooperating Southern Baptist churches give a percentage of their undesignated receipts in
support of their respective state convention and the Southern Baptist Convention missions
and ministries.

How Does The Cooperative Program Work? 
It begins with you…  You give yourself first to God ( II Cor. 8:5). Next, out of gratitude and
obedience to God for what He has done for you, you commit to give back to Him, through
your church, a portion of what He provides. This is commonly called a tithe and represents
ten percent of your income (Lev. 27:30, Mal. 3:10).
Your Church… decides the next step. Every year your church prayerfully decides how much
of its undesignated gifts will be committed to reaching people in your state and around the
world through The Coopera;ve Program. This amount is then forwarded to your State
Baptist Convention.
Messengers at the State Conven&on Annual Mee&ngs… from your church and other
churches across the state decide what percentage of Coopera;ve Program gi<s
contributed by local congrega;ons stay in your state to support local missions and
ministries. The percentage to be forwarded to the SBC for North American and
international missions and ministries is also determined at this time.
Messengers at the Southern Bap&st Conven&on Annual Mee&ng… from across the
country decide how the gi<s received from the states will be distributed among SBC
en;;es. These gi<s are used by SBC en;;es to send and support missionaries, train
pastors, and other ministry leaders; provide relief for re;red ministers and widows; and
address social, moral, and ethical concerns relating to our faith and families.
The bottom line – people around the world hear the gospel and receive Christ!

Why Southern Baptists embrace the Cooperative Program
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1) It presents a unified and comprehensive budget, throwing a funding blanket over
statewide, national and international missions and ministries.
2) It provides a long-term sustainability for our en;;es. When a church makes their
missions giving as a percentage of their church budgets, it provide consistency and
stability.
3) It adheres to our long term Baptist principle that “we can do more together than alone.”
4) The Coopera;ve Program mi;gates compe;;on between en;;es thereby allowing a
balanced Acts 1:8 Strategy.
5) It levels the playing field and makes a place at the table for small and ethnic churches.
Every church can stand hand in hand, shoulder to shoulder, on level ground, as partners in
the gospel (large churches, small churches, new churches, growing churches, graying
churches, and ethnic churches).

The History of the Cooperative Program
Since its incep;on in 1845, the Southern Bap;st Conven;on (SBC) has always had one
mission —the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20). To fulfill its assigned part of this divine
mandate, each SBC en;ty made special offering appeals to the churches. This method was
referred to as the “societal” approach to missions and resulted in severe financial deficits,
compe;;on among en;;es, overlapping pledge campaigns, and frequent emergency
appeals which greatly hampered the expanding ministry opportuni;es God was giving
Southern Bap;st. Some en;;es took out loans to cover opera;ng costs un;l pledges or
special offerings were received.
In 1919, the leaders of the SBC proposed the 75 Million Campaign, a five-year pledge
campaign that, for the first ;me, included everything – the missions and ministries of all
the state conven;ons as well as that of the Southern Bap;st Conven;on. Though falling
short of its goals, a God-given partnership of missions support was conceived – The
Coopera;ve Program. Since its launch in 1925, the effec;veness of the Coopera;ve
Program has been dependent upon individuals, churches, state conven;ons, and SBC
en;;es coopera;ng, working toward a common goal of sharing the gospel with every
person on the planet.

Timing proves critical to sharing Gospel with refugees 

ATHENS (BP) - Time is never a guarantee when Christians meet a refugee in Greece.
They may have years, months, weeks or just hours to share the hope that is found in
Jesus. This is why International Mission Board missionaries and ministry...
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